
Medical News

(Physicians WILL CONFER A FAVOR BY SENDING FOR THIS
DEPARTMENT ITEMS OF NEWS OF MORE OR LESS GENERAL
INTEREST; SUCH AS RELATE TO SOCIETY ACTIVITIES,
NEW HOSPITALS, EDUCATION, PUBLIC HEALTH, ETC.)

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Ambulance Company Organized at Washington, D. C.\p=m-\

The Washington Ambulance Company, with Dr. Ryan Deve-
reux, Medical Department, U. S. Army, as captain, will go
into training at Allentown, Pa., May 24. Equipment is being
provided by public subscription. One hundred and fifteen
persons have pledged themselves to service in this corps, and
sixty-three have already been sworn in. Members of the
corps are looking forward to service in France as soon as
the company has had the necessary training.

GEORGIA
New Hospital for Fort McPherson.\p=m-\Congresshas appro-priated $90,000 for the erection of a new hospital at Fort

McPherson, near Atlanta.
Personal.\p=m-\Dr.and Mrs. Elijah S. Peacock, Harrison, cele-

brated the twenty-fifth anniversary of their wedding, April
18.\p=m-\Dr.William H. Goodrich has been elected chairman
of the Board of Control of the University Hospital, Augusta.
Salvarsan Resolutions.—At a recent meeting of the Georgia

Medical Society of Chatham County, Savannah, resolutions
were adopted setting forth the vital importance of salvarsan,
the uncertainty and difficulty of obtaining the drug on account
of its being protected by patent rights and the fact of its
manufacture abroad, and urging Congress to abolish the
patents on this drug and its closely related products.

ILLINOIS
Chicago

Results of Cook County Intern Examinations.—The results
of the competitive examinations for internship in the Cook
County Hospital recently announced place 68 men on the
eligible list. Of this number, 41 are graduates of Rush
Medical College, 13 graduates of the University of Illinois
College of Medicine and Surgery, 9 graduates of North-
western University and 5'of the Chicago College of Medicine
and Surgery.
The Retreat from Mons.—Col. Thomas H. J. C. Goodwin,

R. A. M. C, C. M. G., D. S. O., the medical member of the
British Commission, visited Chicago, May 22; was entertained
at luncheon at the Union League Club, and in the afternoon
attended the initial meeting of the State Committee for
National Defense, and there detailed the needs of the Allies
for surgeons and nurses, and expressed his appreciation of
the prompt response to this appeal. He was the guest of
honor of the Medical Reserve Corps, U. S. Army, Illinois
Division, at a dinner at the La Salle in the evening, and
after dinner gave a very simple and plain, but effective and
thrilling account of his personal experiences as officer in
command of a field ambulance during the advance of the
Germans toward Paris, which necessitated the retirement of
the British troops for a time. He paid an eloquent tribute
to the loyalty, self-sacrifice and devotion of the officers and
men of the sanitary troops, hundreds of whom had laid down
their lives in the endeavor to evacuate the wounded from the
front and to alleviate their sufferings. At the conclusion of
Colonel Goodwin's address, an informal reception was held.

IOWA
Hospital News.—A site has been purchased for the Tuber-

culosis Sanitarium for Dubuquc County. The tract of land is
26 acres in extent, located between Fifth and Seventh avenues,
and near Eagle Point.-The Sisters of St. Francis have
purchased the Le Mars Hospital and will rebuild it at a cost
of $85,000.
Personal.—Dr. John C. Murphy, Davenport, has been com-

missioned lieutenant, M. C, Iowa N. G„ and assigned to
duty with the Field Artillery.-Dr. Frank T. Launder, Gar-
win, has been elected a member of the state board of health,
succeeding Dr. Henry A. Dittmer, Manchester, term expired.

| -Dr. Frank O. Burk, Davenport, has succeeded Dr. Emil
A. Ficke as physician of Scott County.-Dr. Charles R.

Jones, a\tlantic, is reported to be seriously ill with duodenal
ulcer.
State Medical Women Elect.—The State Society of Iowa

Medical Women held its twentieth annual meeting at Des
Moines, April 8, under the presidency of Dr. Lily Kinnier,
Dubuque, and the following officers were elected : president,
Dr. Laura House Branson, Iowa City ; vice presidents, Drs.
Jeannette F. Throckmorton, Chariton ; Josephine M. W. Rust,
Grinncll, and Rosabell A. Butterfield, Indianola; secretary,
Dr. Ida G. Rhoadcs, Cedar Falls (rcelected), and treasurer,
Dr. Nellc Noble, Des Moines.
New State Officers.—The sixty-sixth annual meeting of

the Iowa State Medical Society was held at Des Moines,
May 9-11, under the presidency of Dr. John F. Hcrrick,
Ottumwa. Fort Dodge was selected as the place of meeting
for 1918 and the following officers were elected : president,
Dr. John N. Warren, Sioux City ; president-elect, Dr. Max E.
Witte, Clarinda; vice presidents, Drs. Michael J. Kenefick,
Algona, and Elias B. Howell, Ottumwa; editor of the journal,
Dr! David S. Fairchild, Clinton (rcelected) ; treasurer, Dr.
Thomas F. Duhigg, Des Moines (rcelected) ; secretary, Dr.
Tom B. Throckmorton, Des Moines, and delegates to Ameri-
can Medical Association, Drs. William B. Small, Waterloo;
Lawrence W. Littig, Davenport, and Mathcw N. Voldeng,
Woodward.

MARYLAND
Baltimore

Allied Bazaar Fund Completed.—The final accounting of
the Allied Bazaar at Baltimore shows receipts of $85,500
collected as follows :
Baltimore fund for relief of disabled soldiers and sailors and
their families .;.$21,000(¡real Britain and Ireland.. 12,r>00

Belgium. 12,500
I'rance. 12,500
Italy. 10,000
PaOltmania, Servia, Poland, Lithuania and Armenia. 17,000
More Hospitals for Tuberculosis.—A committee composed

of Drs. Henry Barton Jacobs, C. Hampson Jones and J. Hall
Plcasants, and Mr. H. Wirt Stcele, representing the Mary-
land Tuberculosis Association, has sent a letter to Governor
Harrington and the Maryland Preparedness and Survey
Commission in which it is urged that the legislature at the
special session provide for doubling hospital accommodations
for tuberculosis patients, and also for more hospitals to be
erected and equipped to meet the increasing number of cases
of the disease expected as a result of the war. It is also
recommended that all the state tuberculosis institutions be
correlated, coordinated and controlled under a state tuber-
culosis commission to be established by the general assembly.
Personal.—Dr. Hugh Hampton Young, director of the

James Buchanan Brady Institute, the Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital, has received notification of his appointment as major
in the Medical Reserve Corps, and will leave shortly for
England. With Dr. Young will go Dr. Louis C. Lehr, pro-
fessor of urology at Georgetown University, and Dr. Mon-
tague L. Boyd, professor of urology at Emory University,
Atlanta, Ga„ who will have the rank of captains, and Dr.
Howard L. Cecil of the Brady Urological Institute, who has
been commissioned as first lieutenant.-Dr. David M. Davis,
head of the research laboratory of the Brady Urological
Institute, has sailed for France.-Drs. Sydney M. Cone
and Lewis C Spencer, Baltimore, will go with the Harvard
Orthopedic Unit to France.
Meeting for Medical Preparedness.—At a special meeting

held in Osier Hall, Baltimore, May 17, in the interest of
medical preparedness, the principal speakers were : Col.
Thomas H. Goodwin, service medical officer witli the British
Commission ; Major Robert E. Noble of the surgeon-general's
staff; Surg.-Gen. William C. Gorgas, U. S. Army, and Dr.
H. Young, chairman of the Maryland Committee on Medical
Preparedness. Colonel Goodwin gave a graphic description
of the retreat from Mous and the battle at the Marne. Major
Noble in his address said that only 4,223 medical men had
been recommended for commissions in the Officers Reserve
Corps, while the army would need 20,000. General Gorgas
stated that the first problem confronting us is to take care of
the 1,000,000 men in the army from a sanitary and medical
viewpoint. "There must be the preliminary examination to
determine the physical fitness of the recruit. We shall need
10,000 physicians for this duty and we shall need 6,000 men
in the medical and ambulance service in France."
Mental Clinic for Maryland Offered.—Members of the

Maryland Psychiatric Society have offered Adjutant-General
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Warficld and the War Department their services, with two
specific plans : First, that a mental clinic be established at
the proposed concentration camp at Havre de Grace, and
second, that receiving and convalescent stations be established
for American soldiers, who may suffer from mental or ner-
vous disorders as a result of the war. The Psychopathic
Ward at the Spring Grove State Hospital has been offered
as a receiving station, and a convalescent station at the
Springfield State Hospital has been suggested. This latter
station would be temporary, consisting of wooden buildings
on the grounds of the hospital, while for the receiving station
the new building at the hospital, which has just been com-
pleted and for which equipment will be asked of the extra
session of the legislature, will be used. The cost of equipping
both stations will be about $80,000. If the stations are
authorized, probably vocational schools for the wounded also
will be established, like those in France. Volunteer teachers
will instruct the crippled and those whose minds are affected
in trades by which they can make a living. The mental clinic
would take c¡:re of all mental trouble at the concentration
camp. Physicians would visit the camp on stated days and
examine any soldier whose nerves had been overstrained, and
arrange for the care of more serious cases. The committees
appointed are : Medical : Drs. Arthur Herring, Baltimore,
chairman; J. Clement Clark, Sykesville ; J. Percy Wade.
Catonville; Robert P. Wintcrode, Crownsville; William R.
Dunton, Jr., Townson ; Andrew C. Gill i s, Baltimore; Henry
J. Berkley, Baltimore, and Frank W. Keating, Owings Mills.
Advisory: Daniel Randall, Senator Wade Warfield, Harry J.
Hopkins, W. Champlin Robinson, William J. Ogden and
Drs. Edward N. Brush and Charles G. Hill.

MASSACHUSETTS
New Surgeon-General.—The governor has announced the

appointment of Dr. William A. Brooks, Boston, as chief
surgeon of the National Guard, with the rank of lieutenant-
colonel.
Pharmacy College Cornerstone Laid.—In connection with

the commencement and class day exercises of the Massa-
chusetts College of Pharmacy, the cornerstone of the new

building for the institution was laid with appropriate exer-

cises, May 22.
Personal.—Dr. Leverett D. Bristol, Boston, has been

appointed state health officer of Nebraska under the new Fox
law.-Dr. Benjamin F. Andrews has been placed in charge
of the surgical outpatient service of the Worcester State
Hospital. Dr. Allan J. McLaughlin, Boston, has been
appointed to succeed Dr. Richard P. Strong, Boston, as chair-
man to the subcommittee on hygiene, medicine and sanitation
of the Massachusetts Committee for Public Safety.-Dr.
William T. Councilman, Boston, has returned after an

absence of several months.-Dr. Frank T. Lougee has been
appointed city physician of Lynn, succeeding Dr. Joseph F.
O'Shea, deceased.
New District Officers.—Worcester District Medical Society,

at Springfield, May 9: president, Dr. Michael F. Fallón;
secretary, Dr. Ernest L. Hunt*——Franklin District Medical
Society, at Greenfield, May 8 : president, Dr. Harry N. Howe ;
secretary-treasurer. Dr. Frank A. Millett, both of Greenfield.
-Essex North District Medical Society, at Lawrence, May
2: president, Dr. Thomas R. Healy, Newburyport ; secretary,
Dr. J. Forrest Burnham, Lawrence.——-Suffolk District Medi-
cal Society, at Boston, April 25 : president, Dr. Herman F.
Vickery ; secretary, Dr. George G. Smith.-Hampden Dis-
trict Medical Society, at Springfield, April 24: president,
l)r. John M. Birnie; secretary, Dr. Hervey L. Smith, both of
Springfield.

MINNESOTA
Sanatorium Notes.—The tuberculosis sanatorium, which has

been under construction at Granite Falls for the last two
years, was formally opened to receive patients, April 29. The
institution is the sanatorium for Yellow Medicine, Chippewa,
Lac qui Parle and Renville counties, has been erected at a
cost of $90,000, and has accommodations for forty patients.
-Dr. Merton Field, St. Peter, has purchased the Miles B.
Johnson residence, which will he converted into a hospital
and sanatorium.
Personal.—Dr. George B. Weiser, New Ulm, was knocked

down and run over by an automobile. May 3, sustaining pain-
ful injuries.-Dr. Charles A. Lester, Winona, fell in a

gymnasium, April 26, fracturing his patella.-Dr. Walter
H. Darling, Minneapolis, has returned after nearly a year of
service on the western front.-Dr. John P. Rosenwald,

Minneapolis, has been commissioned first lieutenant, M. C,
Minn. N. G., and assigned to duty with the First Field
Artillery.-Dr. Edward H. Trowbridge has resigned as
assistant superintendent of the Minnesota School for the
Feebleminded, Faribault.
Medical Board Changes.—Dr. Charles L. Scbofield, Ben-

son, has been appointed a member of the state hoard of
health, to succeed Dr. Winslow C. Chambers, Blue Earth.-
Dr. Edward T. Sanderson, Minnesota, has been appointed a
member of the state advisory commission for tuberculosis.
-Dr. Egil Boeckmann, St. Paul, and Dr. Christopher
Graham, Rochester, have been reappointed members of the
state board of health.-Dr. George B. Weiser, New Ulm,
has been appointed a member of the State Board of Medical
Examiners; to succeed Dr. Frank R. Weiser, Windom.-
Dr. Arthur M. Eastman, Minneapolis, has been appointed a
member of the board, to succeed Dr. Robert D. Matchan,
Minneapolis, and Dr. Ida A. MacKeen, Minneapolis, has been
appointed a member, to succeed Dr. Annah Hurd, Minne-
apolis.
Special Fellowships.—Fellowships in ophthalmology and

otolaryngology in connection with the University of Minne-
sota have been established by Dr. Frank C. Todd of Minne-
apolis and Dr. Frank E. Burch of St. Paul, both of the
School of Medicine. These fellowships carry with them the
same stipend that is paid by the University of Minnesota to
the university fellows, namely, $500 the first year, $750 the-
second year and $1,000 the third year. Such fellows will
spend half their time in the private clinic of Dr. Todd or
Dr. Burch, and the other half in laboratory and clinical work
and in pursuit of certain courses for specialists in ophthal-
mology and otolaryngology at the university. For work done
in these private clinics, credit will be given toward the degree
granted by the university in the course of ophthalmology and
otolaryngology given at the University of Minnesota, to
accepted doctors of medicine covering a period of three years
which prepares the physician for the specialty of ophthal-
mology and otolaryngology. Applications for these fellow-
ships may be made to the chief of the department, Dr. Frank
C. Todd, Minneapolis.

MISSISSIPPI
Hospital Notes.—The Matty Hersee Charity Hospital,

Meridian, which was closed, March 6, on account of lack of
funds, was reopened April 1, as the result of public sub-
scription. The state appropriation of $11,000 for the insti-
tution is still unavailable.-Work on the South MississippiCharity Hospital', Laurel, has been started and it is expected
that the institution will be ready for occupancy in September.
The hospital site is at Lakeview, on a hill overlooking the
lake near the Marathon Mill.
Personal.—Major John H. Allen, M. C, Nashville, Tenu.,

has been assigned to duty as officer in charge of sanitation
and to make arrangements for necessary hospital facilities at
the camp at Vicksburg, Miss. He will go to that city for a
conference with Lieut.-Col. Willard D. Newbill, Quarter-
master Corps, in regard to the sanitation of the camp for the
national memorial celebration and peace jubilee to be held
there. He will be on duty at Vicksburg until the close of
the camp.-Dr. Kutcher T. Klein, for several years superin-
tendent of the Matty Hersee Charity Hospital, Meridian,
resigned, May 1, and Dr. Thomas D. Bourdeaux was elected
his successor.-Dr. John L. Trice, Tupelo, has been
appointed surgeon in charge of the Natchez Hospital, and
Dr. Clarence E. Mullens, Slingerlands, N. Y., assistant
surgeon.

NEW YORK
Personal.—Dr. Henry T. Williams has resigned as presi-

dent and director of the Rochester Public Health Associa-
tion.-Dr. Howard Lull Van Winkle, Kingston, has been
appointed bacteriologist of Ulster County at a salary of $2,000.
Money Raised for Hospital.—At a meeting of the Williams-

burgh Hospital Campaign Committee, held April 30, it was
reported that $189,703, of the $200,000 required for the insti-
tution had been received in the first sixteen days of the
campaign.
Marriage Bill Becomes Law.—Governor Whitman has

signed the Whitney bill which requires that those who apply
for marriage licenses in New York State shall present affi-
davits that they are free from communicable diseases. The
affidavits filed must contain sworn statements that the affiant
has never had venereal disease, or that laboratory tests show
that such diseases are not now present.
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Sale of Skimmed Milk Legalized.—The Wicks bill, which
Provides that the prohibition contained in the law regulatingthe sale of adulterated milk shall not apply to skimmed milk
which is clean, pure, healthy, wholesome and unadulterated,
except by skimming, if it is sold for and as skimmed milk,has been passed by the legislature. This bill also stipulatesthat prohibitions against the sale of cheese made from
adulterated milk or cream shall not apply to pure skim-
cheese made from milk which is otherwise clean and pure
except by skimming. This act is to take effect immediately.
Civil Service Examinations.—The State Civil Service Com-

mission announces that on June 23, open competitive exami-
nations will be held throughout the slate for the following
Positions :
Assistant Medical Examiners of Schools, education department; salary$3,000; open to men only.
Assistant in Pathology, State Institution for the Study of MalignantDisease, Buffalo; salary $1,800; applicants must be under 28 years of

age and graduates of Class A medical schools or foreign universities of
cqual standing.
Bacteriologist-Pathologist, state department of health; open to men

und women; salary $2,500; degree in medicine or an equal educationdesirable.
Physician, State Institution for Feeble-Minded Children, Syracuse;salary $1,800; open to men and women under 30 years of age.
Applications for these positions will be received at the

office of the State Civil Service Commission, Albany, not
later than June 13.

New York City
St. Luke's Hospital Ready for Home Defense Service.—Rev. Dr. George F. Clover, superintendent of St. Luke's Hos-

pital, announces that the Norris Pavilion of the hospital willbe opened for service, May 21, for the treatment of minor
defects of men who have applied for enlistment and have been
rejected. Thirty beds in the pavilion are ready for occupancy.
No Separate Health Department for Brooklyn.—A bill pro-viding for a reconstruction of the city health department

whereby Brooklyn would have an independent health depart-
ment has been vetoed by Mayor Mitchell, who holds that
instead of improving health administration, it would tend to
make it less efficient than it is now, and would add a con-
siderable burden to the taxpayer.
Union Endorses Industrial Hygiene Work.—The Amal-

gamated Lithographers of America recently adopted resolu-
tions which have been sent to the mayor in which they
express appreciation of the importance of the work of the
Division of Industrial Hygiene and assure the department of
health that the Division of Industrial Hygiene will have the
support and cooperation of this union.
Sue Milk Company for Typhoid Epidemic.—Residents of

South Brooklyn and Bay Ridge have begun sixteen lawsuits
asking for a total of $306,000 damages from the Ideal Dairy
Company, Brooklyn. It is alleged that the milk supplied bythis company was the cause of a number of cases of typhoid
fever and several deaths in 1915. It is stated that the charges
will be vigorously denied, as the cause of the epidemic has
never been officially established.
Venereal Disease.—The New York State Department of

Health devoted the entire May issue of Health News to the
discussion of venereal disease, giving authoritative informa-
tion as to the extent of these diseases and the methods by
which they arc being combated. The attitude is whollyfrom the standpoint of health, and did not consider the moral
factors involved, but left this part of the subject to other
agencies.
Oral Hvgiene Week.—The Bulletin of the Bureau of Public

Health, May 11, dealt with Oral Hygiene Week. May 15,
150 dentists, members of the first and second district dental
societies, visited the public schools and gave short talks to
the children on the importance of proper care of the teeth,
and on the next day, compositions written by the children, onthe subject of the talk given them by the dentists, were read
in the schools.
Dental Hygienists.—Next month ninety-six young women

will be graduated from the Columbia University School of
Oral Hygiene. This will be the first class of this kind grad-
uated. Through these "dental hygienists" the department of
health will inaugurate a new method of looking after the
teeth of schoolchildren. The graduates in dental hygiene
have been taught how to examine teeth and to clean them
with instruments, and as soon as they are graduated will
enter on this work in the schools.
Conference of Charities and Correction.—The eighth New

, York City Conference of Charities and Correction was held

in Brooklyn, Manhattan and Dobbs Ferry, May 22-24, under
the presidency of Mr. Leopold Plaut, New York. The sec-
tions under which the conference worked were: Families;
Public Health, Publicity and Administrative Methods; Recrea-
tion and Delinquency, and Children. Dr. S. Adolphus Knopf,
chairman of the Public Health Committee, made a report
before the Public Health Section, and papers were read on

"Constructive Suggestions Toward the Control of the Most
Important Infectious Diseases," Dr. S. Josephine Baker, con-
sidering the subject from the viewpoint of child life, and Dr.
Ira S. Wile from that of adult life.
The Teeth of Schoolchildren.—Oral Hygiene Week has

brought out statistics with reference to the teeth of school-
children. Last year in its supervision of the health of school-
children the Bureau of Child Hygiene, which employs 117
physicians, 235 nurses and nine dentists, examined the teeth
of 275,000 children and found that 166,000 children had had
teeth. The department of health now maintains eight special
dental clinics in schools in various parts of the city. Since
these clinics started in January, 1913, they have treated
approximately 45,000 children. Altogether 65,000 teeth have
been extracted and 20,000 filled. The department of health
feels that the facilities for the care of the teeth of New York
children are developing satisfactorily.
Personal.—Dr. I. Seth Hirsch has resigned as director of

the Roentgcy-ray department of the Post-Graduate Hospital
and Medical School to accept a similar position in Bellevue
and Allied hospitals.-Dr. Martha J. Peebles, Brooklyn,
while cleaning a revolver at her summer home near Strouds-
burg, Pa., accidentally shot herself, and is under treatment at
the Monroe County Hospital, Stroudshurg.-Dr. Linsyl R.
Williams has succeeded Dr. John S. Billings as deputy health
commissioner of New York City.-Dr. Henry H. M. Lyle,
who recently returned after two years' service on the western
front, read a paper on "The Base Hospital in France" before
the Wayne County Medical Society, Detroit, April 23.——
Capt. John A. Quell, Brooklyn, has resigned from the Medi-
cal Corps of the First Cavalry, to become a passed assistant
surgeon in the navy.

NORTH CAROLINA
Auxiliary Medical Defense Committee.—The following is

the Auxiliary Medical Defense Committee of Wake County,
N. C. : Drs. Augustus W. Knox, chairman ; Hubert A. Royster,
Robert P. Noble, James W. McGce, Louis N. West, Albert
S. Root Henry G. Turner, James H. Payne, U. S. Navy
Recruiting Station; Watson S. Rankin, Raleigh; James
M. Templeton, Cary ; Charles B. Wilkerson, Apex; John L.
Moore, Wendell ; William T. Carstarphan, Wake Forest.

NORTH DAKOTA
Personal.—Dr. John W. Cox of the state public health

laboratories, Grand Forks, has returned to the university
after having been a month in the United States Public Health
Service, in Okmulgee County, Okla.-Dr. Charles J.
McGurren, Devils Lake, was appointed state superintendent
of public health and secretary of the state board of health.
New State Officers.—The thirteenth annual meeting of the

North Dakota Medical Association was held in New Rock-
ford, May 9-10, under the presidency of Dr. Victor J. La Rose,
Bismarck. Fargo was selected as the place of meeting for
1918, and the following officers were elected: president, Dr.
George M. Williamson, Grand Forks; vice presidents, Drs.
Edgar A. Pray, Valley City ; William P. Baldwin, Casselton,
and Fred E. Ewing, Kenmare; secretary, Dr. Hezekiah J.
Rowe, Casselton (rcelected) ; treasurer, Dr. William F.
Sillier, Devils Lake ; delegate to the American Medical Asso^
ciation, Dr. Charles MacLachlan, New Rockford; alternate,
Dr. James P. Aylen, Fargo, and councilors, Drs. Paul
Sorkness, Fargo; John E. Countryman, Grafton; Francis R.
Smyth, Bismarck. The association recommended for mem- *

hers of the state medical examiners board, Drs. Joseph C.
Sutcr, Grafton; Albert W. Skelsey, Fargo, and Archibald
D. McCannel, Minot, and for member of the Medical Defense
Board, Dr. Andrew Carr, Minot.

PENNSYLVANIA
No Change in Requirements.—A resolution recently passed

by the Pennsylvania Bureau of Medical Education and Licen-
sure states that inasmuch as the Council of National Defense
has announced that no changes in the usual procedure of
medical schools are made necessary to supply physicians in
the present national emergency, the bureau declines to make
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any modification in the requirements in medical education as
demanded by the laws of Pennsylvania.
Personal.—Dr. William W. Keen, emeritus professor of

surgery in Jefferson Medical College, and president of the
American Philosophical Society, fell, May 17, severely injur-
ing his right shoulder.-Dr. De Forrest P. Willard of
Lansdowne has joined the Orthopedic .Unit of the United
States Army and will be commissioned a captain.-Dr.
Harold L. Amoss and Dr. Royal S. Haynes of New York
read papers before the joint meeting of the Philadelphia
County Medical and the Philadelphia Pédiatrie Societies on
May 23, on "The Mechanism of Defense and Scrum Treatment
of Poliomyelitis" and "The Early Recognition of Acute
Anterior Poliomyelitis and its Importance in Respect to
Treatment," respectively.

RHODE ISLAND
Personal.—Dr. Arthur W. Stevenson, Newport, has returned

from Europe, where he served in military hospitals on the
war front.
New Officers.—At tlic annual meeting of the Pawtucket

Medical Association, Dr. Charles H. Holt was elected presi-
dent. Dr. Ardashes H. Merdinyan, vice president; Dr. Earl
J. Mathewson, secretary-treasurer, and Dr. Stephen F.
Hughes, treasurer.

SOUTH CAROLINA
Personal.—Dr. William C. Sandy, Jr., medical director of

the State Hospital for the Insane, Columbia, has resigned to
accept the appointment of the assistant superintendent of the
State Hospital for the Insane, Middletown, Conn.
District Association Meet.—The Third District Medical

Association held its annual meeting at McCormick, April 11,
and elected Dr. Rallie M. Fuller, McCormick, president ; Dr.
Jesse H. Teague, Laurens, vice president, and Dr. James S.
Fouche, Ninety-Six, secretary-treasurer. Laurens was selected
as the next place of meeting.

WISCONSIN
Surgical Association Elects Officers.—<\t the annual meet-

ing of the Wisconsin Surgical Association, held in Milwaukee,
May 9, Dr. Horace M. Brown, Milwankee, was elected
president, Dr. John F. Pember, Janesville, vice president,
and Dr. Daniel Hopkinson, Milwaukee, secretary-treasurer
(reelected).
Personal.—Dr. Othoa Fielder, Sheboygan, a member of the

state board of health, was operated on recently for appendi-
citis, and is said to be doing well.-Dr. Erwin C. Cary,
Recdsville, who has been ill with pneumonia in the Holy
Family Hospital, Manitowoc, is convalescent and will soon
return home.
Hospital Items.—At a meeting of physicians in the office

of the Health Department of Milwaukee, April 30, it was
recommended that a new and centrally located emergency
hospital be established with a capacity of five hundred beds,
to replace the present emergency hospital.-The directors
of the Dodgeville General Hospital have closed negotiations
for the purchase of the residence of Mrs. D. H. Williams,
which, after remodeling, will he opened as a sanatorium.

CANADA
University News.—Queen's University, Kingston, Ont., is

holding a special course, commencing May 15, for a number
of medical students who went overseas with the Queen's
Base Hospital.
Hospital News.—The 6alt (Out.) General Hospital is pro-

viding for a children's ward.--The medical men of Winni-
peg, Man., have made an offer of a base hospital for service in
France.——A new isolation hospital is to be built at Saska-
toon, Sask.-The building of a new sanatorium at Fort
Qu'Appelle, Sask., has been commenced. The work on this

•

institution was suspended at the outbreak of war.
Typhoid Fever.—There is an outbreak of typhoid fever at

Orillia, Ont., due, it is said, to failure of that town to
pasteurize its milk supply.-Typhoid fever has been preva-
lent in parts of the province of Quebec. A number of cases
have occurred in Montreal, Sherbrooke, Lachine, St. Johns,
Farnham, St. Hyacinthe, Sorel, and Levis.-The situation
as regards typhoid fever in Edmonton, Alta., has been encour-
aging during the past year. There were only eight cases
contracted in that city during the past year, and only one
death.
Banquet to Major Mayrand.—Major R. Mayrand, prpfessor

of electrotherapy at Laval University, Quebec, was tendered

a banquet on bis recent return to Quebec from the seat of
war. He served at the Valcartier camp and sailed with the
first Canadian unit, the only representative of the French
Canadians in this first hospital corps, which served first at
Hampstead, then at Boulogne in France and biter was
stationed at Lemnos, where the equipment for 400 patients
was swamped with 800 patients suffering from dysentery,
and nearly the whole of the personnel were affected also.
The hospital was then sent to Alexandria and Saloniki,
where malaria took the place of dysentery. Then the hospital
was recalled and will probably be sent to France next, where
Major Mayrand expects to rejoin it. The banquet was
tendered by the medical service of the Hotel Dieu, to which
be is attached, and by the Laval University.
Public Health.—Dr. John W. Mclntosh, Vancouver, B. C,

speaking in the British Columbia legislature, referred to the
unsatisfactory way in which problems connected with public
health were dealt with in the province of British Columbia.
In the city of Vancouver the death rate from tuberculosis,
instead of decreasing, has increased by 43 per cent, during
the period elapsing between the years 1904 and 1914; and in
Victoria during the same period it has increased by 58.5
per cent. In Vancouver 15 per cent, of all deaths are due to
tuberculosis. Dr. Mclntosh contrasted these figures with
those of the province of Ontario, where the death rate from
this disease has diminished by as much as 40 per cent. He
objected to the treating of advanced and incipient cases side
by side in the same hospital, and thought that incipient cases
only should be treated in the institution at Tranquille. As
much had been done in recent years by the employment of
the tuberculin test in cattle, he considered that within the
next three or four years the cattle in British Columbia
would be free from tuberculosis.
Personal.—Lieut.-Col. George R. Philip, Toronto, after

being in France thirty months, has been recalled for impor-
tant duty which is to be assigned him.—r-The report pub-
lished that Lieut.-Col. George E. Armstrong. Montreal, had
relinquished his temporary commission in the Canadian Army
Medical Corps is now stated to he incorrect. Dr. Armstrong
is remaining in England.-Dr. Walter Connell, professor
of pathology, bacteriology and sanitary science in Queen's
University, Kingston, Ont., has been appointed to the com-
mand of the new Queen's Military Hospital at Kingston.-
Lieut. Ray V. McCarley, M.D., Vancouver, B. C. has left for
England to join the Royal Army Medical Corps.-Dr.
Hyman Lightsone, R. A. M. C, Montreal, has been awarded
the medal of honor by the French government in recognition
of services rendered in combating an epidemic of typhoid
fever in the district of Querrien, Point Noyelles.-Capt. W.
Norman Gilmour. M.C., R. A. M. C, Brockvillc, Ont., medi-
cal officer of the 16th Royal Scots, is in hospital at Boulogne,
France, with a fractured right humérus.-Stewart S.
Skinner, M.B., has resigned as registrar of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of New Brunswick and is leaving
for overseas. Dr. John S. Bentley, St. John, has been
appointed to succeed him.

GENERAL
Prophylaxis of Cancer in Porto Rico.—A propaganda com-

mittee has been appointed in Porto Rico, affiliated with the
Cancer Commission of the United States, to educate the
public in the prophylaxis of malignant disease. The com-
mittee includes six physicians with Dr. J. G. Brioso as
chairman.
Georgia Railway Surgeons Meet.—The annual meeting of

the Central of Georgia Railway Surgeons Association, held
in Macon, May 3, the following officers were elected :
president, Dr. Louis E. Brougbton, Andalusia, Ala.; vice
presidents, Drs. Alfonso. J. Mooney, Statesboro, Ga., and
Agnew H. Hilsman, Albany, Ca., and secretary-treasurer,
Dr. Walter E. Saunders, Arlington, Ga.
Smallpox.—During the five weeks ended April 27, 1917,

according to Public Health Reports, May 11, 1917, there were
reported from seventy cities of the United States 1,157 cases
of smallpox. The high points of the disease were reached in
Minneapolis, where there were 154 cases, and in Austin, Tex.,
where there were 76. The disease was mild everywhere,
except in Austin, where it is said the virulent type was
present.
Food Expert Brinkler Seeks Abrogation of Fraud Order.—

George H. Brinkler, who has posed nationally for some years
'

past as a food expert and dietist, has petitioned the supreme
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eourt of the District of Columbia to compel the postmaster
general to abrogate a fraud order issued Aug. 19, 1914,barring Brinkler from the use of the mails. Brinkler was
tried before a jury in Washington, D. C, in January last,
°n a charge of using the mails to obtain money under false
Pretenses, and was acquitted, but the postmaster generalhas allowed the fraud order to remain in force. To a requestfrom Brinkler for the abrogation of this order the postmaster
general replied that he found that the order had been properly
issued and that.its revocation for the purpose of permittingthe resumption of a business found by the postoflicc depart-
ment to be fraudulent was not warranted.

FOREIGN
Deaths in the Profession Abroad.—H. R. Jones of Liver-

pool, aged 53, noted for his important work in training medi-
cal men for the diploma of public health, as well as for
statistical and pathologic research.-C. P. M. Boeck, until
recently professor of dermatology at the University of
Christiania, aged 71. He founded in 1880 the journal now
known as the Tidsskrift for den norske Lœgeforcning.-
v. Delsaux, professor of otology at the University of Brussels,
founder and editor of the Presse Oto-rhino-laryngologiquc.
-F. Labadie-Lagrave, a well-known gynecologist and
obstetrician of Paris, aged 73.-P. Cruet, pathologist and
prosector at the University of Paris, aged 34.-Gairal,
mayor of the town of Carignan, vice president of the Asso-
ciation générale des médecins de France and president of
the Union des syndicats médicaux. His medical diploma
dates from 1872.-G. Jäger, formerly professor of hygiene
at Stuttgart, aged 84. His name is familiar on account of his
invention of the clothing material that bears his name.

Death of Presiding Officer of Nobel Medical Prize Com-
mittee.—K. A. H. Mörner, professor of chemistry and phar-
macy at the Karolinska Medico-Chirurgical Institute of
Stockholm, died recently, aged 62. Since 1892 he has been
rector of the institute, in which position he participated in
drawing up the regulations for the prizes of the Nobel Prize
committees, and since has been president of the Nobel Medi-
cal Committee. Count Mörner spoke several foreign lan-
guages well, and his addresses on the prize winners, their
work and achievements, at the ceremonies of conferring the
Nobel Prize in medicine, are said to have been a conspicuous
feature of the Nobel presentation ceremonies, much appre-
ciated by the Swedish lay public as well as by the profession.
He spoke to Golgi in Italian, in awarding him the Nobel
Prize, to Ramon y Cajal in Spanish, and to Pawlow in
Russian, as well as in English to Ross and Carrel, and in
French and German to the other recipients, making a short
address in the recipient's own language as he presented him
with the prize. Mörner's research and publications in the
line of chemistry, especially physiologic chemistry, toxi-
cology and chemical analysis, were notable. A work of his
on physiologic albumin in the urine was awarded the
Alvarcnga Prize in 1895.

LONDON LETTER

London, April 28, 1917.
Vital Statistics for the Year 1915

The annual report of the registrar-general for 1915 has justbeen issued, .^s that was the first complete year of the war,
the figures are unusually interesting. They are remarkable.
for the number of previous records which arc broken. The
marriage rate was the highest on record. The birth rate was
the lowest. The death rate from typhoid fever was the
lowest on record; that from influenza the highest since 1900,
and that from measles the highest since 1896. Again, the age
rates of spinsters marrying bachelors and of bachelors mar-
rying spinsters were both the highest on record. Finally,
the increase of boy babies over girls from July, 1915, to June,
1916, was the highest on record for fifty years. This seems
to bear out the superstition that war causes a relative increase
in the male as compared with the female birth rate. The idea,
of course, is that Nature tries to compensate for the loss of
male life in battle. The marriage rate was 19.5 per thousand,
being 3.6 above the rate for 1914. The provisional figures
for 1916, however, indicate that the marriage "boom" is
passing. The birth rate was 22 per thousand, which is 3.5
below the average for the preceding ten years and 1.8 below
the rate for 1914. But this rate compares favorably with
that of other belligerent nations. The provisional rate for
1916 is still lower, being 21.6. The infant mortality during

a

the year was 110 per thousand births. This is 5 above the
rate in 1914, but below the average of the years 1905-1914.
The provisional infant mortality rate for 1916 shows a fall to
91, the lowest on record. The civilian death rate was 15.7
per thousand, which is 1.2 above the average for the preceding
ten years. However, various factors affect this rate, sufch as
the withdrawal of many young men from civilian life. Most
of the principal causes of death showed increased mortality,
but scarlet fever, typhoid fever and diarrhcal diseases were
exceptions. Cerebrospinal fever showed an abnormally high
death rate. A curious fact is a remarkable decrease in the
number of male suicides. Thus suicides by poison numbered
over 500 in 1913, the last complete peace year, while in 1915,
the first complete war year, they were only about 300. Vari-
ous explanations have been suggested. One is the increased
price of poisons. But it seems more probable that the war by
engrossing attention has to a certain extent diminished the
introspection and the preying of personal troubles on the
minds of morbidly inclined persons. There was a marked
increase of tuberculosis among males and a slight increase
among females. It must be borne in mind that these rates
refer only to the civil population and are swollen by the
healthy males taken away from civil life in large numbers.
The average age of bachelors marrying spinsters was 27..33
years, and of spinsters marrying bachelors 25.47. The ratio
of male to female births was 1,040: 1,000. For the year July,
1915, to June, 1916 (the first complete year during which the
births registered have been fully affected by the war), the
ratio is Still higher, 1,047:1,000. These ratios may be com-

pared with that of the March quarter of 1915, which was not
affected by the war and was 1,032: 1,000.

PARIS LETTER
Paris, April 26, 1917.

The War
TREATMENT OE EMPYEMA FOLLOWING FIREARM

WOUNDS OF THE CHEST
The present treatment of empyema consists of free drain-

age, the injection into the pleural cavity of a liquid to prevent
the stagnation of the pus, and the expansion of the lung,
with or without respiratory gymnastics, so that the lung and
the parietes may come in contact with each other. When neither
of these expectations is realized, there is initiated a long and
unsatisfactory period of successive resections of the ribs, by
the operation of Estlander or its modifications. Depage and
Tuffier have devised a method of treatment consisting of two
steps : First, pleurotomy is performed and the pleura steril-
ized, then the operation wound is closed. Depage and Tuffier
have applied Carrel's method to these suppurations, that is
to say, progressive sterilization by means of neutral solution
of chlorinated soda used according to Carrel's method. When
the bactériologie findings are such as to indicate sterilization,
the wound is closed and transformed into a sterile cavity, a
closed pneumothorax, that will resolve itself spontaneously
and permit of the contact of the lung and the chest walls.
The first step also includes the exploration of the pleural

cavity in order to ascertain its extent, direction and the
presence of divcrticula. Direct examination with the finger,
an instrument or an endopleural light gives exact information.
Roentgenography of the chest, after a scries of rubber tubes
threaded with silver wire have been placed in the pleural
cavity, shows the threads penetrating all the divcrticula and
indicates their depth, direction and extent. This exploration
having been made, the tubes employed in the Carrel method
are introduced into all the divcrticula. Injections of the
neutral solution of chlorinated soda are continuous or inter-
mittent, every two hours. The dressing is changed every
twelve or twenty-four hours. The temperature falls rapidly
and the suppuration diminishes, so that when the point of
sterilization is reached the compress maintained in the wound
may be stained with only a few drops of fluid in twenty-four
hours. This sterilization is obtained rapidly in recent cases,
and is equally rapid, as has been shown, in benign cases
(diplococcus, pneumococcus). It is much more difficult
to secure, especially to maintain, in chronic cases. Five
or six days after this sterilization has been obtained,
they proceed to the closure of the wound, and for that,
especially when it is a recent case, local anesthesia suffices
(three or four injections of stovain at the point of suture).
They use deep sutures of catgut and superficial sutures of
silkworm-gut. One suture, including muscles and skin, pass-
ing as nearly as possible to the pleural cavity, is sufficient,
and they obtain thus perfect primary union. The deep raw
surface not sutured and in contact with the pleura need not
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be disturbed, as it is sterile and heals without giving any
trouble. The results of the operation are that the wound
unites, the temperature becomes normal, the wound becomes
cicatrized, and the respiration extends to all parts of the
lung. During the period of healing the patient is required
to make expiratory efforts in such a way as to distend the
lung as much as possible.
The method is applicable in certain nonsurgical cases of

purulent pleurisy as well as in traumatic pleurisies. Of
twelve observations of Depage and Tuffier, ten were cases of
traumatic pleurisy (in three of which there were broncho-
p!cural fistulas), and two were nonsurgical purulent pleuri-
sies. Of the ten traumatic pleurisies, five were the result of
wounds from shell fragments, four from bullet wounds, and
one from a fragment of a bomb. In two cases, thoracotomies
were performed on the day of the wounding. The other inter-
ventions had taken place from nine to seventy-seven days
a fier the wounding. The time elapsing between the wound-
ing or the beginning of the lesion and the closure had been
from twelve days to a year. As a result of treatment, in
seven cases there was complete recovery; in four others the
results were uncertain; in one case the patient was still
under treatment.
Summarizing, Depage and Tuffier think that a purulent

pleurisy can be sterilized in many cases by the method of
Carrel ; when the pleurisy is sterile, the operation wound can
be closed without disturbing the cavity underneath. In a

certain number of cases the outcome can be improved, and
this Depage and Tuffier insist should be attempted.
In line with the communication of Depage and Tuffier,

Toussaint declares that he is always able to prevent persist-
ing pleural fistulas for which the two surgeons have con-
ceived their treatment, treating the empyema thus, as soon
as it is diagnosed : thoracotomy with resection of the rib at
the base; introduction of the index or index and middle
fingers into the pleural cavity; detachment and extraction of
the false membrane—a veritable curcttage of the pleura—
drainage with two drains; irrigation every other day with
25 per cent, hydrogen peroxid, and dressing with levigated
boric acid powder in case of blue pus. Thanks to this tech-
nic, displacement of the lung is prevented and we are assured
of the emptying and disinfection of the pleura, a cure without
a persistent fistula, and the more or less rapid return of the
patient to the front.

TREATMENT OF SALIVARY FISTULA FOLLOWING
WAR WOUNDS

Morcstin. who has treated sixty-two cases of such fistulas
(of which thirty were of the gland, thirty of the canal and
two involving the gland and the canal), presented to the
Paris Surgical Society the results of his experience. The
treatment of fistulas following war wounds may be reduced
to a few simple rules: First, it is unnecessary to say that
many of these fistulas close spontaneously. The indication, the
most common and the most essential from the point of- view
of operative technic, is to extirpate with the greatest care
the entire fibrous mass and the fistulous tract, preserving the
soft and healthy tissues; whetiyit is a fistula of the gland, to
bring together the sides of the glandular excavation by layers
of sutures and to seal hermetically the orifice that allows the
escape of the saliva. For fistulas of the canal of Stenson.
while it is true that satisfactory results may be obtained by
divers procedures, it seems that only two are applicable in
the cases actually presenting: the extirpation of the fistula,
the mass of fibrous tissue and the mutilated portion of the
canal, with establishment of drainage into the mouth, or
extirpation with ligature and burying of the stump of the
canal. Either method will cure the patient, but in case the
first fails to secure the establishment of an artificial canal,
the second seems more tempting, more clear, more rapid, and
appears, in consequence, particularly to be recommended.

NECESSITY FOR TREATING SPINAL DEFORMITIES

Having ascertained that subjects of spinal deformities have
been kept in the base hospitals for prolonged periods without
being subjected to neurologic examinations permitting the
determination of their condition and the institution of treat-
ment which frequently would produce rapid benefit, the Neu-
rological Society of Paris has expressed the view that all sub-
jects presenting spinal defor ''¡es hospitalized in the sanitary
formations of the rear shou,<i be sent to the regional neuro-
logic centers and given the necessary roentgenologic and
neurologic examinations and treatment appropriate to their
condition, and also that the proper medicomilitary measures

may be taken in Regard to theim.

WATERPROOFING CLOTHING AND SHOES
Nievenglowski has communicated to the Academy of

Sciences a formula for waterproofing shoes and clothing. It
consists of a solution of paraffin in gasoline in the proportion
of 30 gm. per liter. It is employed cold for clothes by
dipping them into the solution. For shoes it may be applied
warm with the aid of a brush. The procedure preserves for
cloth and leather their softness and their color, and in addi-
tion has the advantage of waterproofing uniforms without
requiring removal of the buttons, ornaments or insignia.

INDUCED ERUPTIONS IN SOLDIERS

Milian, physician to the hospitals of Paris, at the medico-
surgical reunion of the Fifth Army, called attention to the
increasing number of induced eruptions of variable clinical
aspect. These artificial eruptions are grouped under several
types, of which the most interesting are :

1. Eczema-like eruptions that represent well the aspect of
induced dermatites, but of which as such the diagnosis is
always difficult. They present frequently the characters of
acute facial eczema, but subside in four or five days. Relapses
appear suddenly and early in the morning, and the lesions
present at once the maximum development of the eruption.
One never encounters the minute vesicles of eczema, or the
depression following the rupture of the vesicles.
2. Pustular eruptions, which are more frequent than the

preceding. They are characterized by the eruption, on the
hairy parts, by preference, in local regions easily accessible,
of little pustules, full, nonumbilicatcd, frequently surrounding
individual hairs; but these pustules have no areola and arc
all of the same age. They disappear completely in a few
days. Relapses frequently follow, also, in series, suddenly
and in the morning. The lesions may be confounded with
the pyodermatites and nontrychophytic sycosis.
3. Pemphigoid eruptions, more rare, manifested by the

appearance of great bullae or phlyctcns, sometimes of the
size of a large hazelnut, with a base of healthy skin, without
redness, disappearing quickly in a few days, but reproducing
themselves in the form of successive explosions.
4. Persistent sores, maintained with the aid of caustics or

vesicants, presenting, sometimes, difficulty in diagnosis from
gummatous ulcers.
5. Mucous plaques, resembling those of syphilis, well

treated, but returning with new lesions in the mouth, resem-
bling the mucous plaques of the inside of the cheeks, of the
lower lip, or of the velum palati. But the eruptions on the
fauces arc ulcérations rather than papulous eruptions, there
is no inflammatory reaction, there is no tendency to cicatriza-
tion, and they occur in crops. They are lesions produced by
burns and not mucous plaques.
The diagnosis of induced eruptions is always difficult. The

admission of fraud is obviously rare. The usual means of
diagnosis consists especially in the lack of frankness of the
subject, the absence of the signs characteristic of each erup-
tion, the irregularity of the symptoms, the presence or exag-
geration of abnormal signs, the provocation of a new erup-
tion on a disguised suggestion, the spontaneous and rapid
cure, the relapses, sudden and in series, etc.

WORKSHOP FOR THE CRIPPLED
The president of the republic recently visited, at Grand-

Palais, one of the most interesting institutions established
since the beginning of the war. The Union of the Foreign
Colonies in France, which was organized to help the victims
of the war, consists of generous philanthropic foreigners. As
stated in a previous letter (The Journal. July 22, 1916, p.
297), the purpose of this foundation is to reeducate crippled
and mutilated soldiers, so that they may return to civil life
with a feeling of self-confidence. The institution at Grand-
Palais represents only one result of the work done. Other
activities of this foundation are the following: (1) the
so-called "placing bureau" and a medical service (rue Scribe,
No. 11) ; (2) a boarding school for invalids while being
reeducated (quai Debilly, 28) ; (3) a second school of pro-
fessional reeducation at the Maison-Blanche at Neuilly-sur-
Marne (Tun Journal, Sept. 16, 1916, p. 891); (4) an agri-
cultural center, the most important, at Juvisy-sur-Orge. The
president of that association is M. W. V. R. Berry, president
of the American Chamber of Commerce of Paris. The secre-
tary-general and treasurer arc both well known Hollanders,
MM. Joseph Ascher and M. Van Hemerst. The council of
administration contains the names of all the principal bankers
and merchants of the allied countries.
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